International Journal Humanities - E
and Social Sciences (IJHSS) International Academy of Science,
ISSN (P): 2319-393X; ISSN(E): 2319-3948 P Engineering and Technology

Vol. 3, Issue 5, Sep 2014, 23-42 ) . .
© IASET IASET Connecting Researchers; Nurturing Innovations

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF PEASANT ACTIVISM: TRACING EMAN CIPATORY
POLITICAL STRATEGIES OF PEASANT ACTIVISTS OF SINDH

GHULAM HUSSAIN * & ANWAAR MOHYUDDIN *?
'MPhil Scholar, Department of Anthropology, Quaiédam University, Islamabad, Pakistan

% ecturer, Department of Anthropology, Quaid-i-Azamiversity, Islamabad, Pakistan

ABSTRACT

Peasant activism in Sindh is very diverse and teaswn typical history. Temporally, it has beenused on
contextual issues that demand more than just lafiokms. Peasant activists have, over the yearsupdrroughly
articulated, expedient and highly diverse agentatsdre enacted by the mix of civil society actyisfNGOs and ethnic
peasant activists. In this article, which is thsuteof ethnographic study and the analysis of sdaoy ethnographic and
historical data, effort has been made to tracefdhmation of peasantivist agendas and strategieSindh, particularly
tracing it from the peasant struggle of Shah Inayat7" century. The introduction of exploitatiBatai system during
British rule, the consequent institutionalizatidnsharecropping, establishment of Hari Committe&980s, the launching
of Batai Tehreek and Elati Tehreek have been traced itiaelto shifting peasantivist agendas. Failure edgant activists
to bring about substantive land reforms and thenmeprocess of NGO-ising of peasant activism, haeen analyzed

vis-a-vis historical past.
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