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ABSTRACT

Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath are regarded as thet faosed literary couple of modern times. Any regdim
understanding of the poems of either of the writgmild not be complete if we do not have any kraydeof their
turbulent relationship that ended with the tragedySylvia's suicide. Both iconic poets in their gvtris very unfortunate
that people remember them more for their ill-fatethtionship than their poetic gifts, especially time case of Sylvia
Plath. Saying all that we must take for granted tech emphasis to personal affairs is a necesaitgok into the history
of their relationship will help us in better undéanding of their poems since both Sylvia and Hagjave much emphasis
on the subjectivity of literary art. Sylvia Platmé Ted Hughes were not made for each other, #tily committed
themselves to the relationship and thus they brotlggir own downfall. So, it could be said thatithelationship was
vitiated ab initio, i.e., right from the very beging and both Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath werdifgi@in their attitude;
they were like the moths that fly towards the fileough Ted Hughes knew the escape route, Sylath Bid know how to
come out of it. Notwithstanding this differencewsstn them, it could safely be said that both wesponsible to some

extent for their own fate. They were illogical, inglve and driven by blind Eros.
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INTRODUCTION

The tragic and sensational death of Sylvia Plagh,duccessful suicide attempt by putting her headhie oven
created a stir in the literary circle during thatripd. In the United States as well as in the Whkéngdom there were
strong reactions against Ted Hughes. People bldimedor the sad end of Sylvia. Questions aroseharminds of the
people as to what went wrong. A probe reveals Treat Hughes-Sylvia Plath did not work out becauseaherous

reasons.

Seamus Heaney, a close friend of Ted Hughes,sregiure on Ted Hughes titled "Suffering and Deais
observed how the personal life and poetry werepagable from each other. Hughes himself testifieithe truthfulness of
this statement when he wrote in his poem "EpiphatBtit | failed. Our marriage had failed". The fiitya of the statement

was very deciding and pointed to the fact that ryostis for Hughes very close to his personal expes.

But what Ted Hughes did not mention is that he @¢adt remain faithful to Sylvia. Tall, handsome,lkilike as
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he was, Ted Hughes had roving eyes and duringchithy he had a series of romantic and sexual edeapble was linked
to Edna Wholey, Liz, Shirley, Brenda and later fasip to Cassia. Though Ted was dutiful towards Bybn most
occasions, he ultimately proved unfaithful to hier.a poem titled "The Rabbit Catcher,” Sylvia exgzed that their

marriage once sacred had now become a trap:
And we, too, had a relationship-
Tight wires between us,
Pegs too deep to uproot, and a mind like a ring
Sliding shut on some quick thing,
The constriction killing me also.
(Hughes." Collected Poems”. 123)

Sylvia also looked for a meaningful relationshighvdther men when Ted did not return to her anonalkely

committed suicide, putting the onus of the failethtionship with Ted Hughes.

In comparison with the other girls of the FiftieSylvia was sexually precocious and unusually adveuts.
Sylvia Plath had a history of creating rivalry arganen. During her final undergraduate years at IS@itllege, he had
affairs with a gentle boy named Gordon Lameyer atahemian Yale student called Richard Sassoon. tBeesummer
he had a brief but blazing sexually liaison withéPdavison, an editor of New York working in Bost&he flirted with
many men. Rejected by Sassoon after a huge rowosked forward to someone who was very passioaateell as
docile. Falling in love was for Sylvia a matter piface and placing oneself and it was at the laymatty of "Saint
Botolph's Review" that Sylvia met Ted Hughes antffe him. But post marriage, Sylvia was committedHughes, her
husband. After both of them started living sepdyagbe looked for a new man in her life. Richardrphy having failed

her, she kept her hope on A. Alvarez. But he didrespond to her interest in him.

Both Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath were highly imjpelsand passionate lovers. Sylvia wooed many mehitb
was the charismatic Hughes, big, violent and Hikk-lwho stole her heart. In the launch party ofifiE&8otolph's
Review" Sylvia's found him to be 'as big as hismpodoth his spoken and written words were 'strang blasting like a
high wind in steel girders'. Sylvia's knee wenlflyjeveak' and the room of the party hung in herseljke ‘death's door
camera —shot’. She made love with Hughes violemilyghes, who believed in astrology had cast thétlsidioroscope

and it predicted 'disastrous expense'. That nigtg disastrous both for Ted and Sylvia. Ted lateteur
First sight. First snapshot isolated
Unalterable, stilled in the camera's glare
Taller than ever you were again. Swaying so slende
It seemed your long, perfect, America legs
Simply went on up.

(Hughes.” Collected Poems” 123)
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The camera is a key metaphor here as is in manyppoé Ted Hughes of Sylvia Plath. The first snapsbeeals
his impulsiveness and the confident American glamafuSylvia. Hughes found the American connecti@mething
special. American Sylvia enticed him more than Y&dna, Mancunian Liz or Liverpudlian Shirley. Hughiéked the
sexually confident, bright-red lipstick Americarrlghat Sylvia had been. For Hughes making lov®lath was a unique
experience in that she embodied the energy and giisthakespeare's ‘brave new world'. The beauAfulericans had
taken the possessions of him’(Plathhe Unabridged Journals of Sylvia Plath”. 1055-1058

It would not be a misnomer if we call the choicé§ ed Hughes and Sylvia Plath 'fatalistic'. Bothtleém knew
that temperamentally they were different, yet badimmitted themselves to the relationship. Oncei&yhrote in a poem

titted "Pursuit" that the more intensely one lovéiay more one burned and consumed oneself:
There is a panther stalks me down:
One day I'll have my death of him
His greed has set the woods aflame,
He prowls more loudly than these sun.
(Plath. “ Collected Poems”. 22)

Here Plath likens Ted with a panther, blind anifoate and a sexual marauder; Sylvia willing heattdeof him.
Ted also knew by intuition during the early perafdheir relationship that she is very passionaied @apable of emotional
outbursts. Sylvia, on the other hand, knew thatrehkes love to a seducer. Still, she liked toesudind bleed. She loved

his rich voice, incredible tenderness and violera@de body. She loved her, but she was also stafdim:
Consider yourself lucky to have been stabbed by im; never
Complain or bitter or ask for more than normalhumans
Consideration as an integrate being. Let him go.
Have the guts. Make him happy: cook, play, read..keep other
Cups and flagons full- never accuse or nag let himun, reap, rip and
Glory in the temporary sun of his ruthless force.
(Plath. “Collected Poems”. 66)

Ted tried to bring reconciliation before Sylvia awmitted suicide, but Sylvia did not give him the oba. The
creative spirit of Sylvia could be noticed in syptems as "Lady Lazarus", "Daddy" etc. -poems whielne composed
after both of them started living separately. Sylaiticulated her smoldering rage against his fathed as well as her
mother Aurolia. In "Medusa" it was her mother, Aliaélath, who is arraigned. Love remained a disid@al for Sylvia.
Sylvia could not find out the love and care tha &nged for, though her mother tried her besteip her out. A person

who can write such stuff as:
Dying

Is an art, like everything else,
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| do it exceptionally well.
I do it so it feels like hell.
| do it so it feels real.
| guess you could say I'be a call
(Plath. “Collected Poems”.45)

The poem also reflects her scorn for her fatherrachusband: "Out of the ash / | rise with my hed/ And | eat

men like air." ("Lady Lazarus") Such kinds of feJs well out only from a deeply wounded soul.

Many critics likened Ted Hughes- Sylvia relatiomshd Catherine-Heath cliff relationship of Emily d@te's
"Wuthering Heights". Both Ted Hughes and Heattf élied with the haunting memories of their ladywés. But there are
also differences. Whereas Ted Hughes desertedaSglVive a life of his own, it was Catherine whanthed Heath cliff at
the beginning. Love for Catherine and Heath cliffsiblind and elemental. For Ted and Sylvia love svakoice. Falling
for someone was for Sylvia a matter of choice. #isvealculated and premeditated. The men for whanfedh for had
something distinct about them. She fell for Sassbecause he was collaterally descended from thepear Siegfried

Sassoon. Davison was a publisher and Ted was aByiéah poet.

Ted too quite often reflected upon the road noemakde proposed his lover Shirley to flee with hamd get
married and Shirley refused the proposal. Laténisriife Ted wrote that Shirley was too young teet®gnize one of those
offers / Life makes only once". (Untitled InsertitoBirth Day Letters)

There is in Sylvia something preordained, gendtidabuilt depressive syndromes that acted agahmestTed -
Sylvia relationship. Ted was unfaithful, still ibald be said that she did not take proper caréaif relationship. With

regard to Assia, she proved too curious. She statigpecting him even before the actual relatignstairted.

As things unfolded it became clear that Ted andi&ylere not made for each other. They had diffelikes and
dislikes and the thing that was common was podtegd was very sympathetic towards the flora andda@ylvia did not
care much. Once on the evening of IndependenceT@dybrought home an injured bird. After a weak witdpecame
clear that the bird would not revive, Sylvia gasigd death. The bird was removed prematurely by @nd it lay on his
palm "composed, perfect and beautiful in deathlat{P 391). Ted's success as a poet had a lot teitticthe marriage.
Ted craved for more and more free space and Syleiat on to become more and more possessive abaltTeel's
relationships with many girls complicated the matte Sylvia. Sylvia's poetic muse came to her havhen Ted left. But
writing and looking after the children all aloneswaot easy for her. As is evident from her letterser mother, she had an

obsessive drive to accomplish everything at theestime.

That Sylvia was emotionally volatile and prone é&if-pity is revealed in her more than one unsudoéssiicide
attempt. Sylvia's thoughts on Ted kept changingldnuary 1961 both Ted and Sylvia recorded a jotatview for BBC
radio and Sylvia said "I'd never be writing as | and as much as | am without Ted's understandidgcanperation.”
(Plath.7th July, 1974) Long after Sylvia's deathd Trughes admitted to American editor Francis Mc@udh that
sometimes when Sylvia was in blind rage, he cooldhelp slapping her. Once when she got a blacksigetold to the
doctor that "Ted beat her regularly.” (Letter taeis McCullough) On another occasion Sylvia sutggeker mother that
Ted had been good to him. Even after that theyestdiving separately. Though Ted was having aaiaffith Assia, she
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did not give up his hope of reconciliation with @gl The poem "Soho Square", which was at firstuded in "Birthday
Letters", but later omitted, Ted and Sylvia hadakwand talked a lot. Sylvia cried a lot like aldhand accused Ted of
having affairs with Assia and Dido Merwin. Ted dsshiand tried to control her vainly. Ted soughtorexdliation and
invited Sylvia to stay the night in the flat witidd Merwin's mother. Sylvia accepted the propdsat,the overwhelming
grief and the flood of emotions could not be colfech They had a fierce quarrel. Ted shouted: "Allber, insensate,
irrelevant, / While that tidal wave, that eruptidr-rom your childhood, swamped and buried our wdHdghes.01).

Emotionally, poetically it was a climax and Ted t@aportunity to restart, but he did not take it.

The classic defense that most men take to justifgxdra-marital relationship, is that there hadrbemcks in
their marriage since a long period. Ted, writing@erald accepted that fame had changed his lifehanadften desired to
escape from the known circles. In a letter to Olughes indicated that the relationship startedhiigrating sometime
in "April or so" and both "decided to part ways,spite of obstacles" (Plath. “The Unabridged Jolgrioé Sylvia Plath”.
87). The reason as Hughes, himself wrote in arl&it®©Ilwyn was his intimacy with Assia. Sylvia léfir Cornwall to stay
with the Kanes on 16th October, 1962 (Plath. “Theaktidged Journals of Sylvia Plath”. 55). But thas the tip of the
iceberg. The true reason was not that. It was jperkize ever-growing reputation of Ted Hughes thatked against the
marriage. Ted was craving for more freedom and iwistto come out of the marriage. This made Ted halamt and
wanted to be ‘without the terrible censorship ahebody like Sylvia' (Plath. “The Unabridged Jousnaf Sylvia Plath”.
20). That the marriage had been stifled for thativity of both Ted and Sylvia was recognized bg thct that Ted did not
write anything inspiring from 1966 t01968, a perigden both of them were experiencing low and Sywiate finest of
her poems after he started living separately. Hpamation had liberated Sylvia's creativity, bgbainade her lose control

over her own life. For Ted it had thawed effectla beginning and a lasting effect of mellowedurit came later.
CONCLUSIONS

Ted Hughes and Sylvia Plath were two people uriggoetry and divided by the lack of commitmenttlod
former and volcanic disruptive energy of the latigeep psychic abnormalities of Sylvia Plath areldbnsuming animal’s
zest of Ted Hughes were propositions that did Hotwahem to bloom as an ideal couple. Saying thhas to be accepted
that the severance worked wonders to Sylvia andveme on to become a great woman poet, probablgrbatest woman

poet after Emily Dickinson.
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